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In the last tutorial, we saw how to append data to a file. Here we are going to look at writing to a
file and how to delete a file.

The File

Writing to a file erases everything that was in the file previously and writes the new
information over it. Before you try this on any important information, you should create a
test file to make sure these commands work properly. Also, back up your data first just in
case.

In the last section, we added a line to our "websites.cgi" file by appending the file. So now our file
would have three lines:

PageResour ce| htt p: // ww. pager esource. con] Tutori al s
JavaScript City|http://ww.javascriptcity.coniScripts
Mysite| http://ww. nysite.conl My website

So, what if we decided that we didn't want those sites anymore, but wanted to replace them with
a new site we found (ouch!). We could do it by opening the file for writing, which will overwrite the
file contents with whatever we put into it.

Writing (Overwriting)

We open the file for writing much like we have before, but this time we use just one > symbol
before the file variable, rather than the two we used for appending:

open( DAT, ">$sitedata") || die("Cannot Open File");
After that, we just write in our new file contents and close the file:

$si t enane="Supersite";

$siteurl ="http://ww. supersite.cont;
$descri pti on="A Super Duper Site";
$si t edat a="websi tes.cgi ";

open( DAT, ">$sitedata") || die("Cannot Open File");

print DAT "$sitenane\| $siteurl\| $description\n”;
cl ose( DAT) ;
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Now, the file would have only our new contents in it, and none of the old contents will remain:

Supersite| http://ww. supersite.con A Super Duper Site

Nice, but what if we just wanted to delete one of the lines from the file? We will still have to
overwrite it, but with a little twist.

Deleting One Line

Deleting one line is a little more difficult, since there is no command for it directly. What we have
to do is read the contents of the file to an array, splice the line we want to delete from the array,
and write the contents of the array to the file. If we go back to our 3-line file at the beginning of
this section, this will overwrite what we had (3 lines) with what we send back (2 lines). So, if we
want to delete the second line in the file, here is the code:

$si t edat a="websi tes. cgi";

open(DAT, $sitedata) || die("Cannot Cpen File");
@ aw_dat a=<DAT>;
cl ose( DAT) ;

splice(@aw data, 1, 1);

open( DAT, ">$sitedata") || die("Cannot Qpen File");
print DAT @ aw_dat a;
cl ose( DAT) ;

The first part you will remember from the reading files section, we read the file into an array.
Then you will see the splice command. It says to take out the line with the array number of 1, and
to do this for one element (line) in the array. Remember, the array starts counting at zero in the
splice function, so the first line of the file is zero, the second is 1, and the third line is 2. Since we
wanted to remove the second line, we chose 1. The last section opens the file for writing and
writes the contents of the array into the file, which overwrites it with only our two remaining links.

After that, the file should look like this:

PageResour ce| htt p: // ww. pager esource. conj Tutorial s
Mysite| http://ww. nysite.com My website

Now that we have that, let's see how to just get rid of the file entirely:
Deleting the File

If we want to just delete a file for good and make it no longer exist, we can do that with a short
command:

unlink("file_location");

We replace that with a filename to delete:
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unlink("fil enane.cgi");

In the case of our file, we assigned the filename to a variable, so we can use the variable
instead:

$si t edat a="websites.cgi";
unl i nk( $si t edat a) ;

Just remember, the file is gone afterward, so you might want to keep a backup if you write a
script for data you may need again.

So, that takes care of that, just remember to be careful with these as they overwrite or delete
data and files entirely. Better to keep some backups and be on the safe side than to lose data
you need (I've done it a few times, and wasn't a happy camper!).

Well, that's all for now, let's go on to: File Checks.
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