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Another way to get input is from the user. To do this, we usually have the user fill out a form and 
submit the information to us. When doing this, there are characters that need to be unescaped 
after being run through the server. The easiest way to do that is to use an existing bit of code to 
do the dirty work. The one we will use is called cgi-lib.pl, a well-known Perl library. 

Download/View Instructions 

The cgi-lib.pl file can be downloaded from: 

http://cgi-lib.berkeley.edu/ 

While you are there, read through some of the documentation to see what it can do, and 
installation recommendations. We will be using it here just to make the form input usable for us, 
but is has lots of other features. 

Install the File 

On my server, I just uploaded the file to the directory I wanted to use it in and set the file 
permissions (I set to 755, yours may be different, check their instructions). Mine works with the 
file name cgi-lib.pl, some may need to rename it to have the .cgi extension. 

Try it Out 

Now that we have it, we can use it to read input from a form using either the get or post method 
(it will work for both). So, we can create a short form and call the cgi we will write to get the data: 

<HTML>
<BODY>
<FORM method="post" action="http://yoursite.com/cgi-bin/testform.cgi">
Name: <INPUT TYPE="text" name="username" size="30">
<BR>
<INPUT TYPE="submit">
</FORM>
</BODY>
</HTML>

This form will allow the user to enter his/her name in the text box, and will send it to a cgi 
program named "testform.cgi". In out testform.cgi, we will grab the input and display a new page 
with the username on it: 
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#!/usr/bin/perl

require "cgi-lib.pl";

&ReadParse(*input);

$uname= $input{'username'};

print "Content-type: text/html\n\n";
print "<HTML><BODY>";

print "Hi $uname, welcome!";

print "</BODY></HTML>";

Notice we have a required file, which is cgi-lib.pl. We call it with the require command: 

require "cgi-lib.pl";

Next, we call a subroutine inside the cgi-lib.pl file called &ReadParse, with the input variable. 
This is where the input is parsed for us and put in a usable form, which will be an associative 
array. 

The associative array is called %input. To get the value we want, we call it with: 

$input{'name from form'}

The name from form part is the name of the input element inside the form (remember, we named 
the text box "username" using name="username"). So, we assigned the value of the "username" 
form element to a variable called $uname: 

$uname= $input{'username'};

After that, all we had to do was use the variable in the script. You can have more than one form 
element of course, they can all be read in and used in the same way. The cgi-lib.pl library should 
make this bit of work easier, as well as do other things if you like. 

Well, that's all for now, let's go on to: Using Environment Variables. 
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