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Using Variables

How to use variables in Perl
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Using a variable in Perl isn't as bad as it seems. Basically, you just define the variable
and then use it. However, there are some things you need to know.

First, a regular variable in Perl is always preceeded by the $ sign. So, if you want a
variable named adrevenue, you would have to write it as:

$adr evenue
Number Values

Now, we need to give this variable a value. This is often done when the variable is
defined. To start, lets give it a numerical value. To do this, we need to set the variable
equal to a number using the = sign, and end the statement with a semicolon:

$adr evenue=100;

You can now use the variable inside your print statement to output the value of the
$adrevenue variable:

$adr evenue=100;
print "The ad revenue for ny site today is $adrevenue dollars.";

This just prints the sentence:
The ad revenue for ny site today is 100 dol |l ars.
String Values

To give a variable a string value (text, text with numbers), we need to surround the
value using single quotes or double quotes. There is a difference in using the single or
double quotes though. If you use single quotes, your string is taken as-is:

$nmy_stomach="full"';
print "My stonmach feels $ny_stomach.";
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This gives $my_stomach a value of full, and that is what is printed:
My stonmach feels full.";

The use of double quotes allows you to use other variables as part of the definition of
a variable. It would now recognize the $ sign as setting off another variable and not as
part of the string. So, now you could use something like this:

$ny_stomach="full";
$full _sentence="MWy stomach feels $ny stonach.";
print "$full_sentence";

Now, the value of $my_stomach is used as part of the $full_sentence variable. This
can be very handy at times. Now, it would print the following sentence (again):

My stonmach feels full.";
Use Them

Now, your Perl script can include some vairables (though they don't serve much
purpose just yet). Here is a sample script using what we have so far:

#! [ usr/ bi n/ per |

$adr evenue=100;
$ny_stomach="full"';
$full _sentence="MWy stonmach feels $nmy_stonmach.";

print "Content-type: text/htm\n\n";
print <<ENDHTM,;

<HTM_>

<HEAD>

<TI TLE>Per| Vari able Test</TITLE>

</ HEAD>

<BODY>

| wish I could make $adrevenue dollars a day fromny web site!
<P>

$full _sentence

</ BODY>

</ HTM_>

ENDHT M-

Now, this prints a wonderful HTML document that says:
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I wsh | could nake 100 dollars a day fromny web site!

My stonmach feels full.
You can see the script display the HTML example above with the example link below:

Variables Example

Well, that's it for variables for now. Let's go on to Perl Operators
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